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Hey, Sonic fans! This is lan Flynn, Sonic 
scribe on Sonic the Hedgehog since 
#4160, most of Sonic Universe, and half 
of Sonic X, give or take. I've written about 
some hedgehogs in my time. 


| was first introduced to Sonic through 

the SEGA Genesis games, and then | got 
into the series following the adventures 

of Knuckles and the Chaotix. Back then they 
were way cooler than Sonic in my mind (and 
I'm still a little biased - shhh!) I've been reading the 
comic since the early ‘90s, and now | get to write it. 
How cool is that?! 


| picked out “Mecha Madness” because it’s one of my all- 
time personal favorites. Spaz's artwork sets a new standard 
for the comic, and Mike Gallagher's story was hilarious, 
intense and touching all in one go. | hope one day! can tell a 
story as engaging and enduring as this one! 


Now, obviously, the big draw to the story is the multi-round fight with 

Mecha Sonic and the awesome souped-up roboticized designs for Sonic and 
Knuckles. But this story is important in a lot of other ways. It showed us Sonic 
is still bound by law. It gave us rules on how roboticization works, and gave us 
a window into Sonic's special connection with the power rings. Mecha Sonic 
would become the blueprints for the Silver Sonic series, and we got more 
insight into the past between Sally and Knuckles. All more excellent 

reasons why this is some of the Best of Sonic! 


lan Flynn 
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On The Way Down?” 
Written by Kent Taylor 
Art by Harvey Mercadoocasio 
Lettered by Vickie Williams 
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| started working at Archie in the winter 
of 1993. As simple as this sounds | 
answered an ad in the paper, and the rest 
is history. 


Some of my favorite moments dealing with 
Sonic in the early years revolved around 
the small steps we were taking to move 
the book to a more action-oriented Comic. | 
never minded the comical overtones of the original 

stories, but being a fan of the games, | had felt that the 

book would benefit from a more adventurous take. Once we 
were able to create titles that were loosely based on the video 
game heritage, Sonic 25, for example, | remember being super 
excited at the future prospects of VG translations, and a book 
that could be more representative of a nice amalgam of the 
SatAM cartoons, and the Sega Games. 


Books like the Super Specials and Knuckles Issues were great 
to be there for as well, considering that many people within the 
industry had already preconceived opinions that Sonic, being a 
licensed property, would only last for a limited run - without much growth potential. 
Seeing the book get specialty issues and spin-offs was a great boost to the 
collective talents that had various contributions to the book. 


The “End Game” conclusion you're about to read was the first Sonic project that 
| had worked on where everybody (at the time] from the pool of Sonic Talent had 
gotten to contribute part of the story to shape the book; it was a really unique gig. 


In my years prior to that, | really hadn’t worked on a project with 
such a collaborative effort as that particular series. 


It was a really great time to work on Sonic. 
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Back when I first saw the Sonic the 
Hedgehog comic in my local drugstore in 
1993, | knew | had to get it. Once | saw 
Scott Shaw's incredibly fun and expressive 
cartooning, | read that first miniseries 
over and over again. It was one of the 
many inspirations that drove me to create 
comics of my own. | started working with 
Archie on the Sonic books in 2005 when | did STH 

issues 160 and 161 and then Sonic X issues 5 and 6. 

Since then, I’ve drawn a lot of stories. It's not so easy to pick a 
favorite, but | think overall | most enjoyed working on the “Order 
from Chaos” story in STH issues 168 and 169. 


Order from Chaos wasn't too far into my run, but it was with that 
story that | felt | got a good handle on the characters and on doing 
more dynamic page layouts. Designing “A.D.A.M./Tommy” was a 
fun challenge. On top of all that, these two issues featured my first 
Sonic covers, so “Order from Chaos” held a lot of fun and firsts for 
me. 


Plus, lan’s script was a joy to work on. It tied up so many plot points and finally 
brought the notion of seven different-colored Chaos Emeralds into the comic 
continuity. Having tons of green emeralds laying around for all those years made 
them seem not very special, and now they're much harder to come by, and thus, 
much more significant. 


Anonymous revealed, multi-colored pan-galactic Chaos Emeralds, Super Shadow, 
Turbo Tails, Super Sonic, the ultimate, heroic demise of Tommy Turtle - just so 
much to love about this story. I've done several milestone issues and 

a lot of cool stuff on the Sonic books, but “Order from 

Chaos” has a special place in my heart. 


Tracy Yardley! 
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inks: JIM AMASH 
letters: JOHN WORKMAN 
colors: JASON JENSEN 
cover: YARDLEY/AMASH/JENSEN 
editor: MIKE PELLERITO 
managing editor: VICTOR GORELICK 
editor-in-chief: RICHARD GOLDWATER 
Special thanks to ROBERT LEFFLER 
and DYNA LOPEZ of SEGA Licensing. 


THEN JET, DUDE. 
WHERE |S HE? 


| uw g AND HE WASHED Wl 
HOPEFULLY, FAR 3 oe Wee : 
FROM HERE, it PETRI DISHES, 
WHICH 


INE GOT 
FIRST DIBS. 
HE "HELPED" ME 
WITH MY LATEST 
PROJECT, SEEF, 


RESEARCH 
I HAD 
GOING ON. 


EVER SINCE HE GOT THAT 
DOSE OF NANITES IN HIS 
SHELL,>* TOMMY'S BEEN 
ACTING UP. 


AS IF HE WASN'T 
CONSTANTLY IN 
TROUBLE ANYWAY, 


YEAH, ‘aa 
BUT THE DUDE 
SAVED MY LIFE*X* 
HE CAN'T BE 


ALL BAP, PRIDE BEFORE Ny 


oft 
THE os 
FALL."| *SEE STH #154 AND THEN 
ms| KESEE STAI. 

y — 


WHAT HID F IT'S ALESSON I'M (TIA TD Ask 
YOU ITIEGIT | ABOUT TO TEACH WHE YOU ARE 
BY THAT, ANONYMOUS. MY DELETING ITIE, 
FATHER? MYSTERIOUS FOE FATHER P 
1$ ABOUT TO GO 
DOWN: A.D.A.M, I TOLD YOU, LUT AFRHID YOU. 
A.D.A.M AIRE (107 (THH&MIG 


ANONYMOUS SESISE, FATHE, 


CONGRATULATIONS, 
FATHER. JOUVE 
BEES AT DDOS. 
QUTH AITOTAI TIS 
FOR $i hee THE 


YOU KNOW 
BETTER 
THAN THAT. 
I FIGURED 
IT OUT. 


I SHOULD'VE BEEN MORE 
SUSPICIOUS FROM THE 
BEGINNING WHEN ANONY- 
MOUS SENT ME THE METAL 
DESTRUCTIX AND THE VIDEO 
OF THEIR CAPTURE.* I KNEW 
THE ROBOTS WERE CHEAP 
REPLICAS THEN, BUT I 
DIDN'T REALIZE THE 

VIDEO HIDDEN IN 

THEM WAS FAKE, 


“THEN I REALIZED THE 

METAL DESTRUCTIX WERE 

ONLY A VEHICLE TO GET WELL 
THE AUTO-AUTOMATON QOUIE, 
OF TOMMY TURTLE FATHER. 
CLOSE 7O SOM/C.*" 


hee 
Dea Cotes. oe 
ie Os 


= 
S 

Q 3 
NSS SE 
SAS 2 
SEE STH #136. YOL/ MIGHT “YOU TOLD ME /T WAS ANON- RS 

-| WANT 7O GET YOURGACK [A YMOL/Ss WHO UNLEASHED f 
/SSUE ORDER SHEET READY. \\ MY NANITES TO CREATE 


—— > TE Lo 
Fo 
| DG ] op) 


\,, AND LET IN THOSE SPIDER 
NINTAS WHO FREED MY OLD 
RIVAL--/X15 NAUGLUS-AND oo? 
DISPOSED OF ALL Wy OCCL- . NS 

PIED EGO GRAPES ***" ee 


‘ a 


KK SEE STH FE 16]. NY 
6 tes 


RK SEE STH H# /6/. 
SEEPDIONT WE 
TELL YOUP 


\. WHICH ALL SERVED TO 
FREE THE MOsT POWER- AY) 
FUL VILLAIN OF ALL 

TIME... MAMMOTH IRN WH97T DOES THAT 
MOGLIL2 PPR" HAVE TO OO ULMTH 
[11E, FATHER? 


Sk AIOK RK jt 
STH # 162! 
WHEW/ 


YOU'VE GEES) 
SPYITG OT 


WHAT'S NOT 
- VERY NICE! 
OUR BOGL/S INFORMATION ii * = 
ON ANONYMOUS LED TO iy (AME 
THE DESTELICTION OF YOUR . AND YOU SENT 
SISTER MECHA, — KNOTHOLES 


(AD) “Tae 


HMny, 
Pnsce stv rica 
LI KNOW \ WA 


THAT YOU ARE Yas 
ANON YMOLIS! 
I LETING 


SUEH HAR SA 
LATIGUAGE IG 
UWITELE 5S ARE, 
WASTE OF < FATHER, 


OH, SHUT UP. 
AND BE DELETED 


SSZQ 


YOU REITIEINBER 
TOITHTTY TURTL 


_ | 
Fe | 7 
L_/ 


p 
fi 


Ss 


vol 
KNUCKLES! 
MIGHTY! 


N'T WORRY: 


eo 


Ga 


AH...AH THINK 
AH THREW HIM 
OUTSIDE... J] 


WE NEED TO DO 
SOMETHING.., 


FJ I'MSORRY, 
IC, 
CAN'T CONTRO! 
ANYTHING 
BUT MY 
THOUS 


STRUGGLE 
TO EVEN 


: Se 
N'T FOLLOW 


VE 

BS IM eer 
ey” eee 
mm oape LAs ese 


Ee, 
ag 
5 
Ge) 

a 


= 
S — YW 
= ss 
~ Ny 
& \ J 


YOU'RE THE 34 
Yj | || 4457 PELE | \p 


FIRST YOU SEND 


I RECOGNIZE 
HE EAS 


SAT EK 


»~ 


UIRAVELED THE 
ANONATIOUS 
CONSPIRACY. 


ll (A i N = 
INT SURE YOU WOULD 
FIGURE DUT 1714 PLEMT 


THE TIME, ALLOLL Mme, 
) | 7 EXPLAIn IT To YoU, 


WITH YOUR TECHNOLOGY, 
DISCOVERED THAT THERE ARE 
5EVElT LOLOREP VARIETIES OF 
CHAOS EMERALDS THROLIGH- 
QUT THE COSIT105. JUST THITS 
OF ALL THOSE (TIAGICAL 
GEITISTOMES UITH THEIR 
UALITUTED POWER. 


KEEP THAT 
M7 ITHTIO, 


YQ 


FOR [114 PLAT] TO LUORK, EAEED 
TLUO SPECIAL ITIOBIANS, TEED 
SUPER-SHADOLU FOR HI5 SUPER- 
POWERFUL CHAOS COPTROL., 


HIE I f1EED 
TURBO TAILS 
--THE CHOSE/7 
QUITE, 


yY 
THILG 1S FORETOLD TO LEAD ie / z 
THE GATHERING OF ALL THE =, f } 
CHAOS EIMERALDS AND TO 
BRINIG ABOLT THE GREAT 
HARITIONTY. 


[| WEAKEN THE FREE- 
OOM FIGHTERS AND 
OBTAIN TAILS. 


20 YOU SEE HOW 
BRILLIATIT IT 152 


MO! 
N’ 
F 


[SS _ww 


. ALTO BEN CAUTIOUS 
| OFA TRAP THAT 


QOES(1'T EXIST... 


z 
~' 


L 


SS 
O COURSE 
L/W, 
» 


Witt 


ARRIVE 
TOO LATE, 


SZ 


— 
ANID FT SVL YOU'VE 
|| REMOTELY SUMMONED 
YOUR EGG FLEET, 
FATHER. 
LE 


Zag 
Ss 


tee 
im 


ax aN 
BLT THEY S 


Laan 
ne 


\.< 


THE ANONYMOUS CONSPIRACY IS SOLVED, BUT NOW A.D.A.M. IS IN CONTROL! \ 


C\ ‘a 


a 


on 


BE 

0, a) 

i, > @3 

Cy WSs us. i il 
LNs 

\ se 


CAN SONIC STOP THE CHAOS EMERALDS FROM GATHERING AND SAVE TOMMY? 
FIND OUT IN 


— 


THER WECRLA-SHUCST a CBLZE COMEL 
v CIGOE- 


VEEN 


O, WORRIES, SON. 
.D.A.M, IS DONE WITH 


NOW THAT I GAVE 

HIM TAILS. HE TOLD ME 

TO GO SOMEWHERE 
AND SELF- 
DESTRUCT. 


"NO 
WORRIES," 
HE SAYS. 


QO THAT'S FINE, BUT 
2 A.D.A. 


MY. HE'S 
USED THEM IN 
\ ME. 

Z 
< es \ 

Bw 2s 

fp y 
Cy. 

aks p” 


rs 


0 
~ 


4 (ol ay 
ed as 


f 
Q 


HE DION'T 

GIVE ME A DEAD- 

LINE, THOUGH, AT 

THE RATE LM GOING, 

I'LL FALL APART IN 

ABOUT FORTY 
YEARS. 


JUST KEEPS 
GETTING 
BETTER. 


WAY TO GO, DAD. 

I OUGHT TO HAVE 

THE DAY SAVED 
BY E 


ee. 


TY DEVILE /5 SUTITIOMAG 
EVERY GREET CHAOS EMERALD 
FROIT) AROUTO (TIBI: or 


=, 


THE CYAN CHADS AIO THE BLUE CHAOS \ gl 
EMERALDS FROME EIMERALOG FROM 
TE PLANET WEEET. PLALIET XORDAL** 

: 


*WHO REMEMBERS _|\_- : 

CAR HEEM FROM THE | <= BY *kWARMONGERING, 

CLASSIC STH Ht 23P MOBILIS-HATING. 
ALIENS OF STH ## 12% 


7 
URE, THE g 

EITIERFLOG ARE 

TELLING [11E. 


THEY TELL IT1E THE REO 
CHADS ENERAL OS HAIL 
é FRUIT) THORAXIG. . 


ALIENS RESCUED 
BY ees iN ,— 


RKWAICH SONIC Q 
FOLND DESTROYED 
IN STH #128. 


te STAR THAT LOLISLITIED 
EME. GOES DARK AS ITS we 
FUEL--THE YELLOW CHADS 
EITIERAL OS--ARE PULLED 
ALLIAY,, » KK 


B EMERALOS LEAVE THEIR 
. RESTIVIG PLAEES OFF 


KKK WHERE SONIC FOLIND 
§ 7A/LS’ PARENTS /N 
STH #H 129. 


iy 


a 


All GLUT 
WE, 1T SEEITTS. 


LAUT] USSG THE 
LARGEST OF THE GREET 
CHAOS EMERALDS. 


THE SERVERS 
ARE THE SEVENTH 


iS 
ENTR, 
OUR 
ICKE, 


UST 

ate )) 
YOUR END, 
OCKE. 
© 


«ZL NEEDIT 
FOR MY OWN 
REASONS. 


WE WERE 


YEAH THAT'S WHAT 

I GET FOR TAKING IT. 

SLOW AND CAUTIOUS 
FOR ONCE, 


WED" 


FOUTUTIS 15 FTL 
ALIVE HI710 LD7- 
SCIOUS, SOLE, HE 
(3 LOITIPLETELY 
WAGER [714 COPT- 
TROL--TUST LIKE 
eg SUCOLE, a 


#*SEE LAST 
ISSUES 


EN Ve, 


Ar 


"SON" WOULD 
GO ALL WORLD- 
CONQUEST- 

CRAZY WITH 
THE NANITES. 


LAT FULFILLITIG 
ITE FULICTIOST. 
DALE LT ANT 
FIIMSHED, FATHER 
WILL BE 5D VERY 


SUEH SESITHTIELITS 
ARE WHY TD TRILBED 
” HUE LEE | 
YOU'RE NO SON OF G 
MAINES YOu Erawetl «G SJ IME BEST, FATHER, 
DOUBLE-CROSSER! <—S 


04, FOR LOVE OF 

I'LL BE HAPPIER 2 : 

WHEN SONIC TEARS SHAG OW ISNT THIS 
A 


YOU APART! 


** SEE STH #162. AND YOU 
THOUGHT YOU SAW ALL 
THE "STARS" IN THE SPACE 
SEQUENCE, 


SS ; ai we 
‘ Us Ay 
. < “4 “ag 
UNHELL 
+» WOOGAH... 
KEEP HIM BUSY y 
FOR A FEW I'M NOT 


THIS EOULD 
THERE 2 TURD 


ee IM mn = \\ SS 


OFF MY. 
FRIEND! 


WE MUST SEND IT TO’ [> 
A SAFE PLACE. JJ 


y A 
OF course J 
: wHat po Vy 
YOU HAVE 
IN MIND? JZ | 


Zs 
\ 
y 


* WHEN TAILS FOUGHT 
MOGUL IN STH # /50. 


RK 
Yee 
p> Av 


PAT 


LSS i ‘ 
LY ail 


*FROM THE AUTO- 
AUTOMATONS 
(IN STH #137 


SU\ LITERAL TON 
SS \. OF CHAOS 
VA EMERALDS. 


an 
\ 
YY 


oq % Ww 
yaa Ca 
AED 


.~ 
ys <> 


tl 
c)) 


a 
~ 
28 
KZ 
E 


ENO 


As | write this, it was exactly three years 
ago to the day that | turned in my first 
work for “Sonic the Hedgehog.” | started 
reading the Sonic the Hedgehog comics 
a few years before | was hired to work on 
e series. Jon Gray was the penciller at 
he time and | was a big fan of his work 

in the book. There’s so much life and 
nergy in the way he draws the characters 
ind that’s not always easy with a book like Sonic the 

jedgehog, which has such a large cast of characters. 

hat large cast was part of what had drawn me to the series 
ecause it reminded me of the superhero team comics | loved 

s a child. Sonic the Hedgehog has all of the action and drama of 
hose superhero comics and it’s fun, too. 
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One of my favorite Sonic stories was the Silver Saga in Sonic 
Universe #25-28. | first heard about the Silver Saga story while 
visiting the Archie Comics office. Paul Kaminski, the editor of 
the Sonic books, told me what lan Flynn had been working on for 
Silver's Sonic Universe arc and it blew me away. When | finally read the 

Silver Saga it more than lived up to the story Paul told me months earlier. The 
thrilling story and amazing art of the Silver Saga make it a highlight of both Sonic 
series’ - but what makes it even more special for me is that | got to draw the 
prelude to the story called “Future Tense.” 


While “Future Tense” provides the back story for Silver's appearance in the 
“Family Matters” storyline it also sets the stage for the “Silver Saga.” It was a lot 
of fun to draw and | hope it was as much fun to read for everyone who loves 
Silver and the rest of the Sonic cast. 
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After nearly twenty years of comics, 

specials and mini-series, SONIC THE a... 
HEDGEHOG has hundreds of great stories =——™ 
to his name! Through the laughs and thrills, 

the action and adventure, the highs and lows, 
some stories stand out among the rest. 


Join us as the Archie Comics Sonic Team 
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Sonic stories to date, chosen by the 
creators themselves! 
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